CAT Business Meeting Minutes
Pomona FMCA Convention

President Brett Wolfe called the meeting to order at 5:08 p.m., Tuesday, February 26, 2008, in Pomona, CA.  Treasurer Kathe Letulle led us in prayer.  Nominating Committee member George Saam led in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  Other officers in attendance were: Joe Hipp, Secretary; Don Tallman, National Director; Al Vormittag, Alternate National Director; and Starr Saam, Club Parliamentarian.

FMCA National Officers were asked to come forward with their spouses.  Jay Blumenthal, International Area Vice President, spoke for the group and asked all Caterpillar Club Members to attend the INTO meeting on Wednesday.  He mentioned the beard he is growing is for a contest at the INTO Rally in Oshkosh, WI, this summer and urged men to compete.

President Wolfe called for a show of hands from those who attended the CAT rally at Hemet.  It appeared nearly half attended the rally.  He acknowledged Don Tallman, club founder, for his work in the 50/50 ticket sale raising $2,570 for Meals on Wheels in La Mirada, CA, the designated charity for this rally.  Rally Masters Jim and Marcie Mannan were recognized for their work with this charity.

The minutes of our last business meeting at the Redmond FMCA Convention were posted for all to read and published in the club newsletter and website.  President Wolfe asked for additions or deletions and there were none.  Rett Porter moved the minutes be accepted and there was a chorus of seconds. The minutes were approved by voice vote.

The treasurer’s report was also posted at the entrance and published in the club newsletter and website.  President Wolfe then asked the treasurer to speak concerning the audit and auditor’s recommendations.  She iterated that per the bylaws an independent audit had been accomplished February 14, 2008,  by three independent club members and the books were found in order through 12/31/2007.  A recommendation by the auditors to maintain the records by fiscal year ending with the calendar year was acknowledged and supported by the treasurer.  She noted that the club “suffered” a $35 loss on the Hemet rally.  President Wolfe asked if there was a motion to approve the audited treasurer’s report and the recommendation of the auditors.  A motion for approval was made by Tom Fadale and followed by a chorus of seconds.  The report was approved by voice vote. 

Other old business: there was none.


New Business:  Per FMCA requirements the Club Bylaws and Standing Rules were submitted to the FMCA Constitution and Bylaws Committee.  Recommended changes by Committee Chairman Judy Czarsty included that we move election procedure from Bylaws to the Standing Rules to make our Bylaws “a cleaner and more concise document.”  She also recommended writing job descriptions for each office not already defined in the FMCA Handbook.  This has been done on the copies in the back of the room.  President Wolfe asked if there was motion to approve moving the election procedure from the Bylaws to the Standing Rules?  Motion was made by Vern Brown and followed by a chorus of seconds.  Motion was approved by voice vote.

Our club Bylaws allow us to have multiple VP’s.  At Hemet the club board unanimously recommended that as the club has grown we divide club duties, creating several new VP positions.  The board recommended that the current VP position be elevated to Senior VP.  They also recommended the title Membership Chairman be changed to VP Membership, and the position of  rally coordinator be changed to VP Rally Coordinator.  The board further recommended that a position of VP Inventory be created to monitor and control the club inventory such as shirts, club “eggs,” and rally and convention supplies.  These new positions will be filled by appointees approved by the Executive board until elections are held at the summer Business Meeting.  President Wolfe asked if there was motion to add these positions with duties as outlined on the Standing Rules in the back of the room?  A motion was made by Chuck Rendall and seconded again by a chorus of members. The motion was approved by voice vote.  

George Saam speaking for the Nominating Committee said candidates for the positions should submit a brief resume to the committee for next summer’s elections.

Dianne Wolfe was asked to speak about the upcoming rallies.  Rally information can be found in the newsletter and on club website. Of the 125 spots available for the summer rally in Bloomington, IL, 6/28 – 7/2/2008, more than 80 have been taken since registration began ten days ago.  She asked those interested to get their application in early.  Nelson Stubbs, National Senior Vice President, spoke about the follow-on rally and mentioned that a very good small town Fourth of July fireworks display can be expected in Henry, IL.

Suzie Adcock, our Caterpillar liaison,  arrived with a Caterpillar support group for the convention: Ryan Sides, California Call Center; Dave Schmitz, regional manager; and Scott White, account manager.  She recognized the Workhorse group and Freightliners.  Next she called for a show of hands from those attending the Hemet Rally.  About half of the meeting attendees raised their hands and of those attending the rally over one-third were first timers.  Rally masters Jim and Marcie Mannan were presented with distinctive Caterpillar watches.  

A door prize drawing was held followed by a call to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was made by Herb Humphries and seconded by many.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Brett declared the meeting adjourned and “Gentlemen, start your forks!”
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